In 1971, the members of Hamra became the
first settlers to populate the foothills of the Samaria
Mountains. Overlooking the Jordan Valley, on the
dense red earth of the region which gives the
community its name, “Hamra” (red clay in

Hebrew), the neighborhood soon became a
farming cooperative. This terrain of dry red soil
was cultivated with expertise, devotion and love,
and today there are more than forty families who
have managed to create successful enterprises in
the hot desert climate of the Jordan Valley. The
heady scented perfume of the flowerbeds and
hothouses greets you as you walk through the
community, and the export of Hamra's
homegrown flowers have found a ready market all
over the world.

Many of the young men and women born on
the moshav have returned to settle there after their
army service, eager to get their hands back in the
soil, excited by the idea of raising their families in
this beautiful region where they grew up. They
work hard. They work under the unforgiving sun
as they go up and down the ordered rows of their
hothouses. But there is satisfaction. There is the
thrill of seeds turning to seedlings and then to
flowers. And there is the
joy of jumping into the
community pool, after a
day in the blazing heat of
the summer. Rejuvenation.
In the summer, everyone—
young and old—can be

found at the neighborhood
pool. It is the focal point of
Hamra’s social activities.
Refreshed, parents can lounge
around the pool’s edge,
relaxing and catching up with
friends as the children splash
noisily and happily in the
cool blue waters.

Since the pool is such a hub
of activity, such a magnetic draw for the people of
Hamra, the residents would like to invest further
in the area. They are planning the construction of
a play corner adjacent to the pool. As the
afternoon turns into evening, the parents try
stretching out the time at the pool, handing out
sandwiches and robes to their children, lazily
refusing to pack up damp towels, discarded
sandals, tubes, rafts, and chlorine-filled children...
and go home. The community is investing $26,830
in this project, including the infrastructure and
landscaping. They would like help from CFOIC in
acquiring two playground units for the area with
all the glorious slides, climbing towers, and
bridges that come along with them.

These families understand the perils fraught
in the area... this vulnerable community has been
tragically infiltrated by terrorists before. But they
are determined to remain on this stark and
beautiful piece of God’s land. They ask for so little:
A patch of earth to till, rain in its time, and the
chance to give their children rich values from
living in the Biblical Heartland.
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To participate in this project:
Visit our website at www.cfoic.com/projects ~ Or mail a check with the project name in the memo:
CFOIC~ Box 50833~Colorado Springs, CO 80949 (us & canada) ~ CFOIC~PO Box 752~Ginot Shomron, ISRAEL (all Others)
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