
74 

 

Shirat Hayam was a small beachfront 
community in the Gush Katif bloc of communities in 
the Gaza region. It was founded in the year 2000, on 
the very same day of the brutal terrorist bombing of a 
Kfar Darom school bus. Seven years later it is gone, 
wiped away from the face of Biblical Israel.  But the 
people—these heartbroken but never broken 
pioneers, are alive and struggling, to keep their 
spirits alive and to reestablish their dream 
somewhere else on this holy soil.   

But for now they're refugees.  When you hear 
the word refugees you probably picture people 
wandering aimlessly, with their worldly possessions 
on their backs.  The picture is correct.  The refugees of 
Shirat Hayam are still wandering; they are still not 
home.   At first they spent two months in the Yeshiva 
dormitories in Alon Shvut.  Then they had to move.  
They were placed in an abandoned Youth Hostel in 
Brosh Habika, a neighborhood in the Jordan Valley, 
where they remained for another four months.  In 
mid-2006, the families were forced to move, yet 
again, to Hemdat, a nearby community, where they 
are still living in mobile homes.  They were told that 
their permanent homes, in Maskiot, would be ready 
in three to six months.  In fact, the entire project has 
been frozen indefinitely and they languish in 
their run-down, cramped mobile homes in 
Hemdat.   

Maskiot, in the Jordan Valley, is a small 
and barely populated community.  There is a 
school there, which teaches Bible to young men 
about to enter the army.  But there is nothing 

much more there to help the few residents of 
Maskiot hold on to their hilltop.  The people 
of Maskiot are eagerly awaiting the refugees 
from Shirat Hayam, counting on their 
dormant but very alive pioneering spirit to 
help turn their hilltop home into a vibrant 
community. The Shirat Hayam families are 
hopeful about their new community and 
about the homes themselves.  They are being 
built small, yet sturdy, which will give them 
the sense of permanence they so sorely need.  

And the homes can be expanded, by building on 
additional rooms, as the family’s needs and financial 
means allow.  

Although all the necessary statutory formalities 
have been completed, an order was issued to freeze 
the permits.  As a result, the families are not being 
provided with the pre-fab homes they were 
promised.  So the people have decided to construct 
their own homes—mobile homes—on site.  Although 
they need twenty homes, they are hoping to erect at 
least ten mobile homes at Maskiot, which will serve 
as homes for the families until they are able to build 
their permanent homes.  These structures will be 
community property and will later be rented out as 
temporary lodgings for new families and provide an 
income for the community.  

They turned to you at CFOIC Heartland to help 
cover the cost of one mobile home and you 
responded generously.  Maskiot is asking you to help 
once again in order to cover the balance.  They are 
being so brave… ever optimistic and ever hopeful.  
But it is so hard for them to move on, to keep looking 
to the future, when promises are broken and there is 
nowhere to call home.  Won’t you help these refugee 
pioneers help themselves? 

To participate in this project: 
Visit our website at www.cfoic.com/projects ~ Or mail a check with the  project name in the memo: 

CFOIC~ Box 50833~Colorado Springs, CO 80949 (US & Canada) ~ CFOIC~PO Box 752~Ginot Shomron, ISRAEL (All Others) 

One Mobile Home���������������������� $39,485 

CFOIC funds raised �������������������    -20,235 

TOTAL FUNDS REQUIRED: ��������$19,250 


